Dear APE student,


Welcome to the Advanced Placement Literature and Composition course at Hillsboro-Deering High School.  As a member of this class, you will learn to read and comprehend some of the finest poetry, plays, short stories, and essays written at various times and in various cultures.  You will learn how to discover meaning in these works by analyzing the literary techniques and strategies the authors employ.  You will learn to engage in “close reading” during which you will gather data from the texts while evaluating various interpretations.  In addition, you will write in a variety of formats—some creative, some analytical, and some research based—in which you will explore your own insights into the works.  My hope is that by the end of the course not only will you be prepared to join the more than 100,000 students who take the AP Exam in Literature and Composition, but you will have developed knowledge, understanding, and, perhaps, a love of literature that is unique.


Because we have a good deal of reading to do and the demands on your time and energy will be great, I am requiring that you do some reading over the summer.  There are two texts to complete—one from the school-wide summer reading choices (Acceleration or The Finest Hours) and the other one of contemporary world literature from which you can choose (see Assignment #2 below). Throughout the summer, we will also be participating in an online discussion group through my website.  For the first half of the summer, while you are working on your school-wide summer reading novel, the discussion group can be used for questions, observations, and thoughts about your book choice.  For the second half of the summer, this electronic group will become a place for you to write and share journal responses throughout your reading of the A.P. choice book. Read on…

Summer Reading Assignment #1


As part of our school community, we have all chosen to read either Acceleration or The Finest Hours. You will participate in the school-wide discussion during the first week of school and, I am hoping, will be active participants, leading your peers in deeper understanding of the books. However, unlike the rest of the school, you have a task that will require you to read the books with a mature mind. Your task is to read the book, and while you do so, you are to create an ABC book or a scrapbook.  This book will be due on July 31st.  You may do one of two things: drop it off at the front office at school, making sure your name is properly labeled on it OR mail it to the school @ 12 Hillcat Drive.  I will be in school on the 31st to pick this up, so don’t be late with it.


The directions for an ABC book are simple.  Each letter of the alphabet has to connect to something significant to the book.  

For example, in Lord of the Flies…

A= anarchy  The boys on the island, devoid of any adult

  supervision, try to establish an organized

  society.  However, the stubbornness of

  one boy and his desire for power cause

  the island society to become chaotic and

  violent, much like anarchy.

Additionally, for 10 of the letters, you must provide a quoted passage that illustrates the “something significant.”  Please include page numbers.  A word of warning…this book is my first impression of you as an APE student.  Make an effort to go beyond the literal interpretations of the book.  Good analysis makes for good study!

Scrapbook Directions

Choose a main character from the book you read, and create a scapbook that relates to the main events in the story, showcases the character’s traits, interests, and relationship with other characters in the story.  The items that you include in this scrapbook must be reflective of the character’s age, gender, understanding of the world, and insight. A word of warning…this book is my first impression of you as an APE student.  Make an effort to go beyond the literal interpretations of the book.  Good analysis makes for good study!
This scrapbook should be a minimum of 10 pages, and the items that you include must include the beginning, middle, and end of the story.  


Example from To Kill a Mockingbird


Jem’s Scrapbook

· picture of his mom holding him as a baby

· magazine cover with appropriate football player from 1930's

· pennies from gift in the tree or the spelling bee metal

· baseball or football cards (appropriate era)

· letter from Dill

· report card from school

· newspaper clipping about fire at Miss Maudie's house, or snow

· editorial about Tom Robinson's trial

· target with holes in it (rifles from Uncle Jack)

· newspaper article about Mr. Radley shooting at someone in his garden
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Summer Reading Assignment #2

In order to prepare you for taking the A.P. Literature exam, you will need to have a wealth of books of “literary merit” under your belt before the spring. So your second assignment, to take you through the month of August, is designed to give you a choice from some of the hundreds of books that have appeared on the exam in the past. I have tried to pick books that are more contemporary and provide you with a range of interests and abilities. Many of these books can be signed out from me or you can find them at the town library.
Your list of books to choose from are as follows:

· Beloved—Toni Morrison

· Brave New World—Aldous Huxley*

· Going After Cacciato—Tim O’Brien*
· A Lesson Before Dying—Ernest Gaines*
· Slaughter House Five—Kurt Vonnegut

· Obasan—Joy Kogawa*

· Their Eyes Were Watching God—Zora Neale Hurston

· Kite Runner—Khaled Hosseini*
· A Thousand Splendid Suns—Khaled Hosseini

· Life of Pi—Yann Martel

· The Things They Carried—Tim O’Brien*

· 1984—George Orwell

· As I Lay Dying—William Faulkner*

· Heart of Darkness—Joseph Conrad*

· Death of a Salesman—Arthur Miller*

· Ethan Frome—Edith Wharton*

· Prayer for Owen Meany—John Irving

· Things Fall Apart—Chinua Achebe

· Invisible Man—Ralph Ellison

· One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest—Ken Kesey*
· The Poisonwood Bible—Barbara Kingsolver

· The Memory Keeper’s Daughter—Kim Edwards

· The Secret Life of Bees—Sue Monk Kid*

· A Tree Grows in Brooklyn—Betty Smith

· A Separate Peace—John Knowles*

*we have class sets of book available for sign out.

While you are reading your second book, I would like you to participate actively in an online blog discussion where you can share your thoughts about the book as you explore it. Essentially, it will give you a chance to think “out loud” prior to entering our class in the fall. This blog can be found at http://teacherweb.com/NH/Hillsboro/Paquette
Your blog rubric is attached to this document so you can see my expectations for posting. If, for some reason, you have difficulties with this technological requirement, please let me know ASAP so that we can make secondary arrangements BEFORE the due date.

Some final thoughts…


A complete syllabus will be given to you on the first day of school as well as an overall explanation of how the class will progress.  On those first few days, I will also collect your vocabulary and will pass back your ABC books.  As your teacher, I hope that each of you will accept the challenge of AP and give it your best effort.  In the meantime, throughout the summer, if you have questions or concerns, please feel free to email me at home (paquette@mcttelecom.com) or telephone me (568-6459).  You can also get in touch with me via our online discussion group.  These are confidential pieces of information that I am only giving to you.  Please respect that.


I am very excited about teaching this course again.  I know I am infringing on your summer fun; I hope you will trust that the summer reading requirement will actually ease your transition into the AP Literature course.









Enjoy your vacation!









Sara Paquette

The follow presents the warning signs of one of the intellectually damaging and insidious diseases, the feared SENIORITIS.  Because this disease renders you unfit for APE, I want you to read the list carefully.

1. You have developed a daily need for dermal contact with “singing sand”.

2. You imagine your senior year to be one major social event.

3. You plan to work hard until the college applications are in.

4. You spend more time thinking about next year than this year.

5. You break out in hives when you hear the words, “homework,” “essay,” “study,” or “reading.”

6. You dream you come to school in your pajamas, but you end up enjoying it.

This disease is not to be confused with schoolphobia, the major symptoms of which are nausea, headaches, depression, and dizzy spells.  Schoolphobia is normal and will go away when you submit to one more year of incarceration.
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Blog Rubric for Summer Reading Assignment #2
	
	Proficient w/ Distinction
	Proficient
	Partially Proficient
	Not Proficient

	Number of Observations
	More than 5 independent observations that range from the beginning of the novel to the end
	5 observations that range from the beginning of the novel to the end
	At least 1 observation missing and/or observations do not range through the entire novel
	2 or more observations missing and/or observations are limited to one section of the novel

	Number of Responses
	More than 5 additional postings in response to observations of classmates
	5 additional postings in response to observations of classmates
	At least 1 posting in response to observations of classmates missing
	2 or more postings in response to observations of classmates missing

	Mechanics
	All entries are in complete sentences; correct grammar & spelling are utilized; mature vocabulary is used
	Most entries are in complete sentences; correct grammar & spelling are utilized but may have some minor errors; mature vocabulary is used
	Some entries are in complete sentences; entries contain several grammatical/spelling errors; simplistic vocabulary is used
	Few entries are in complete sentences; entries are riddled with grammatical/spelling errors; simplistic vocabulary is used

	Quality of Responses
	All entries show insightful thinking, make unique observations, and ask intriguing questions
	Most entries show evidence of insightful thinking, make quality observations, and ask interesting questions
	Some entries show evidence of mature thinking, make good observations, and ask questions
	Few entries show evidence of mature thinking; few observations are made, and few questions are asked


