Quest Literature: Mrs. Prentiss
Syllabus: 2014-2015
HDHS Core Values: Community, Personalization, Progress, and Purpose.
Course Description: 
From the knights questing for the Holy Grail to Odysseus’s epic journey to return home to more contemporary searches for identity or purpose, the quest motif has long fascinated readers. This course will explore both classic and contemporary quest literature, such as Tim O’Brien’s quest for truth and courage in The Things They Carried, Amir’s journey towards redemption in The Kite Runner, and Oskar Schell’s search for the lock in Extremely Loud & Incredibly Close.  
Course Competences: (focusing on the Common Core for Language Arts):

After completing Quest Literature (English 12), students should be able to 

· Read and comprehend complex literary and informational texts for key ideas and details.

· Read and analyze complex literary and informational texts for key ideas and details.

· Write effectively using different types of texts appropriate to purpose and audience.

· Use the writing process to produce and publish clear and coherent pieces of writing.

· Demonstrate command and control of the conventions of standard English when writing or speaking.

· Determine and apply the meaning of words and phrases.

· Initiate, integrate, and evaluate the exchange of information, and present information through strategic use and appropriate means.

Course Evaluation and Assessment or “Grade Expectations”

The major assessments for this course will be based on grade-level competencies which are, according to the State Department of Education, “The expected content, concepts, and skills to be mastered in a course.”  The competencies are based on the Common Core Standards, and students must demonstrate mastery in each of these skills in order to receive credit for the course.  
1. Reading Comprehension

10%
2. Reading Analysis


25%

3. Writing Effectively


25%

4. Writing Process


10%

5. Grammar & Usage


10%

6. Vocabulary



10%

7. Speaking & Listening


10%

Your formative and summative assignments will be determined via point value within each category.  For example, a formative assignment for Reading Comprehension (in the 10% category) might be worth 10 points total while a summative assignment for Reading Comprehension (still in the 10% category) might be worth 80 points.

Exams

Because the English department will be grading you on your ability to master each of the seven competencies, we will not be administrating midterm or final exams as separate assessments for the course grades.  As such, your overall grade for the course will be determined by the following breakdown in percentages:
	Quarter 1
	25%

	Quarter 2
	25 %

	Quarter 3
	25%

	Quarter 4
	25%


Scope & Sequence
QUARTER 1

Unit 1: Introduction to Quest Literature.  Using Thomas Foster’s “Every Trip is a Quest (Except When It’s Not),” and other quest markers, we will examine the classic quests, such as Homer’s Odyssey, the quest for the Holy Grail, and numerous others, noting the quest structure in each.
Learning Targets:

RL.11-12.5ab: Analyze how an author’s choices concerning how to structure specific parts of a text contribute to overall structure and overall meaning.

SL.11-12.5a: Make strategic use of digital media (e.g. textual, graphical, audio, visual, and interactive elements) in presentations  to enhance understanding of findings.

SL.11-12.5d: Make strategic use of digital media (e.g. textual, graphical, audio, visual, and interactive elements) in presentations  to add interest.
Summative Assessments:

· Create a PowerPoint or other digital product (iMovie, Prezi, etc.) to annotate and explain the quest structure of a story.
Unit 2: The Things They Carried. Tim O'Brien's novel centers around his search for courage and in finding and telling the truth about war during the moral quagmire that was Vietnam.  
Learning Targets:

RL.11-12.2ab: Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze in detail its development over the course of the text
RL.11-12.5a&b: Analyze how an author’s choices concerning how to structure specific parts of a text (where to begin or end the story, choice to provide a comedic or tragic resolution) contribute to overall structure and overall meaning.

RL.11-12.7b: Analyze multiple interpretations of a story, drama, or poem by an American dramatist (e.g. recorded or live production of a play or recorded novel or poetry), evaluating how each version interprets the source text
S&L.11-12.1a: Prepare for collaborative discussions by reading/researching material
W.11-12.1: Write arguments to support claims in analysis of substantive topics or texts, using valid reasoning and sufficient evidence.

W.11-12.4ab: Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to the task and purpose.

W.11-12.5: Develop and strengthen writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to audience.

W.11-12.7a: Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects to answer a question or solve a problem.

W.11-12.8e: Avoid plagiarism and follow a standard format for citation.
Summative Assessments:
· Imitation essays mirroring O’Brien’s style and structure, particularly in light of the quest theme.

· End of unit test on novel, complete with essay on themes.
· Student-led discussions on chapters: Students will participate in discussions in which they generate the questions and the direction of the discussion in order to unravel the significance of the language, structure, and themes.

· Movie analysis: Students will watch and analyze the movie A Soldier’s Sweetheart to evaluate how the movie interprets O’Brien’s story “Sweetheart of the Song Tra Bong” and other elements of the novel.
Unit 3: College Essay Writing/Narrative & Reflective Writing.  College admissions deadlines are just around the corner, so students will develop a narrative or reflective essay that can be used for their college applications, if they choose.  Students will study several mentor texts to learn various narrative and reflective techniques in their writing.  Note: Much of this unit will be completed during one-on-one conferences times during PREP.
Learning Targets:

W.11-12.3: Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events.  Use effective technique, well-chosen details, and well-structured event sequences.

W.11-12.3.a-1: Engage and orient the reader by setting out a problem, situation, or observation and its significance, establishing a point of view, and introducing a narrator and/or characters.  (sequences)

W.11-12.3.b: Use narrative techniques such as dialogue, pacing, description, reflection, and multiple plot lines to develop experiences, events, or characters (technique)
W.11-12.3.d: Use precise words and phrases, telling details, and sensory language to convey a vivid picture of the experiences, events, setting, and/or characters. (details)

W.11-12.3.e: Provide a conclusion that follows from and reflects on what is experience, observed, or resolved over the course of the narrative (sequence)
Summative Assessment:

· Narrative/reflective essay: Students will write an essay that could be used for college admissions purposes.

QUARTER 2
Unit 4: The Kite Runner focuses on the story of two boys, their friendship, and how that friendship is tested in war-torn Afghanistan.   The story begins with the two boys, Amir and Hassan, in the years before the Soviet invasion of Afghanistan.  When one of the boys becomes the victim of a cruel event, it changes everything.  Set against the backdrop of two different countries: America and the Taliban-led Afghanistan, this is a story of friendship and betrayal, cowardice and courage, and ultimately a quest for forgiveness and redemption.
Learning Targets:

RL.11-12.1c: Analyze inferences drawn from the text
RL.11-12.2b: Analyze in detail a theme’s development over the course of the text
RL.11-12.3e: Analyze the impact of an author’s choice of how the characters in a story or drama are introduced or developed.

RL.11-12.5a&b: Analyze how an author’s choices concerning how to structure specific parts of a text (where to begin or end the story, choice to provide a comedic or tragic resolution) contribute to overall structure & overall meaning

W.11-12.1: Write arguments to support claims in analysis of substantive topics or texts, using valid reasoning and sufficient evidence.
Summative Assessments:
· End of unit exam on novel, including analytical essay on the structure and theme of the novel

Unit 5: Extremely Loud and Incredibly Close is a novel set in the aftermath of the September 11th attacks.  Oskar Schell is 9 years old when his father is killed in the attacks on the World Trade Centers.  In the aftermath of the tragedy, Oskar discovers a key hidden in his father’s closet, and goes on a quest to find out the accompanying puzzles surrounding aspects of his father’s death.  His quest takes him all around New York City and intertwines with the story of his grandparents.  The novel looks to find meaning amid one of history’s worst acts of terrorism and tragedy.
Learning Targets:

RL.11-12.1a: Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis

RL.11-12.2c: Analyze how themes or central ideas interact and build on one another to produce a complex account

RL.11-12.5abc: Analyze how an author’s choices concerning how to structure specific parts of a text contribute to overall structure, overall meaning, and aesthetic impact
RL.11-12.10a: Read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poems, in the grades 11-CCR text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range
S&L.11-12.1b: During discussion, refer to evidence from text/research
S&L.11-12.4abd: Present information, findings, and supporting evidence to convey a clear and distinct perspective so that listeners can follow the line of reasoning, and organize the presentation to be appropriate to purpose, audience, and task.
Summative Assessments:
· Group Analysis Presentation on Hamlet in the novel: Students will read excerpts of Hamlet to find the connections between the novel and Shakespeare’s play and will then present their analysis of those findings.
· Student-led discussions on chapters: Students will participate in discussions in which they generate the questions and the direction of the discussion in order to unravel the significance of the language, structure, and themes.
· Scrapbook: Stuff that Happened to Me: Students will create a scrapbook analyzing the significance of Oskar’s discoveries over the course of his quest.
Unit 6: Independent Read (to be begun during SSR time midway through Quarter 1):  Students will have the option to read independently and with a literature circle group, discussing and analyzing a quest novel of their choice as they go.  Options include The Hobbit, The Lord of The Rings, The Unexpected Pilgrimage of Harold Frye, The Catcher in the Rye, any of the Harry Potter books, any of the Percy Jackson books, or others with teacher approval.
Learning Targets:

RL.11-12.10b: Read & comprehend literature in the grades 11-12 text complexity band independently and proficiently.
RL.11-12.1b: Analyze what the text says explicitly

S&L.11-12.1: Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grades 11-12 topics, texts, and issues, building on others' ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively

S&L.11-12.1c: Promote civil, democratic discussions and decision-making, set clear goals & deadlines, and establish individual roles
Summative Assessments:
· Reading/writing log: Students will complete an independent log during their reading, analyzing various aspects of the text.

· Collaborative group presentation: Students will work with the members of their literature circle to present concepts about the text to the rest of the class.

Ongoing Units ~ Vocabulary & Grammar.  Students will alternate cycles of vocabulary and grammar.  Roughly, every 3-4 classes, students will complete a either a vocabulary unit of 10-15 words or a grammar lesson focusing sentence structure, punctuation, or usage.  Each unit will consist of practice exercises and quizzes that will allow students to demonstrate mastery of the competencies.  

Learning Targets:

L.11-12.4a: Use context (e.g. the overall meaning of a sentence, paragraph, or text; a word's position or function in a sentence) as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase.

L.11-12.4d: Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase (e.g. by checking the inferred meaning in context or in a dictionary).

L.11-12.6a: Acquire and use accurately general academic and domain-specific words and phrases, sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college and career readiness level.

L.11-12.2abc: Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing.

L.11-12.2d: Observe hyphenation conventions.

Summative Assessments:

· Vocabulary Quizzes: Students will be given a vocabulary quiz after each 5 class cycle.

· Grammar Quizzes: Students will be given grammar quizzes after each new concept has been taught.

Class Expectations & Policies
1. Be prepared.  Arrive in class with your assigned novel/text, a writing utensil, a 3-ring binder, your assignment book, a silent reading book, and your homework due for that day.  Flash drives are also recommended. 
2. Be on time.  Three tardies will result in an after school detention with me in order to make up the missed time.
3. Absences.  When you are absent, check the white board tray for worksheets or assignments you have missed and ask me what you missed.  If you missed a quiz or test, we will need to decide on a time for you to make up the work – such as break, PREP, or after school. Turn in assignments due the day you were out. 
4. Late Work. Completing work on time and in a thorough manner is an expectation of you.  Any assignment that is not turned in must be completed by the next class.  
Formative Late Work
· If you arrive in class without a formative assessment, you must complete a Missing Work Log where you will articulate the reason for the incompletion. I will keep this log on file, and I will enter an INC for up to two weeks.  After that time, the INC will be transferred to a 0% for the assignment.

· After two missing formative/homework assignments, you will receive a work detention, where you will be required to stay after school to make up your work.  

Summative Late Work/Retakes
· If you do not complete or score poorly on a summative assessment, you must complete a Summative Retake Contract.  It is your responsibility to see me within three class periods for this contract.  

· This contract will require you, at my discretion, to complete certain formative steps prior to the retake, including staying after school for a work detention to complete or retake the assessment.  

· If you do not meet the expectations outlined in the contract, you will forfeit the right to earn credit on the assessment.
5. Cheating or Plagiarism: Students who copy assignments from each other, who share information about specific test questions, or who copy and paste information from websites or other resources without quoting and citing that material are considered to have cheated or plagiarized.  This behavior will result in a zero for the assignment, and I will ask you to redo the assignment to be sure that you understand the appropriate way to complete your work.  I will notify your parents and will ask you to serve a detention with me.
6. Bathroom trips.  Only one student is allowed to leave the room to go to the restroom at a time.  Please try to ask to leave during a time when it is least disruptive to instruction (during individual work time rather than whole class discussions, for example).  
7. Respect each other and respect my classroom.  Please do not talk while I am teaching or while another student is answering or asking a question.  Please remember that a difference of opinion is healthy, and that all have the right to participate in a discussion.  Please keep my classroom neat and clean.  
8. Office Hours: I am available after school and during my planning periods or via email at mprentiss@hdsd.k12.nh.us . You can also check my web page, which is on the school’s website: www.hdsd.org .  
9. Take responsibility for your learning by working diligently.  I expect you to give me your best effort, whether you are working in my classroom or at home completing assignments.  I will attempt to challenge you with the best instruction that I know how to give; I will ask that you meet that challenge.  
Student and Parent Confirmation of Receipt

Please sign below confirming that you have read and understood the syllabus for this class.  
STUDENT:  ____________________________________  DATE:  _____________
PARENT:  ______________________________________ DATE:  _____________
Best way to reach you: (email address or daytime phone #): ________________________________________
Instructor: Michelle Prentiss
mprentiss@hdsd.k12.nh.us
(603)464-1219

