Honors English 10—World Literature

Syllabus 2014-2015
Mrs. Paquette, M.Ed.

HDHS commits to building community, providing a personalized education, encouraging unrelenting progress, and inspiring purposeful lives.

Description of Course:

Welcome to Honors English 10 at HDHS!  This class will encourage you to think critically, to develop your reading and writing skills, to increase your vocabulary, to improve your grammatical and editing skills, and to become an effective participant in class discussions and oral presentations.  As a rule, the work of Honors English 10 differs from that of regular English 10 in quantity and pace; however, the content and course objectives will be similar to that of a regular English 10 class.  Typically, honors students read, write, and participate in complex discussions of literary texts and close, critical, analytical reading of both fiction and non-fiction work.  Their tasks of interpretive writing are challenging, and include instruction and extensive practice in the organization of a variety of coherent and informed expository essays, including critique, narrative, descriptive, and persuasive writing.  Much of the writing is about the literature and is in response to class discussions. There is also great emphasis on organization, precision of expression, and wide use of vocabulary to demonstrate student understanding of answering open-ended research questions, different sources of information, and research topics.  

Success in this class requires your best effort consistently and puts emphasis on your responsibility as a student.  We will be both analytical and critical of the literature that we read.  We will focus on building upon your writing skills as well.  Classroom discussion and active participation are vital and serve as a means of testing your thoughts.
Course Competences: (focusing on the Common Core for Language Arts):

After completing English 10, students should be able to 

· Read and comprehend complex literary and informational texts for key ideas and details.

· Read and analyze complex literary and informational texts for key ideas and details.

· Write effectively using different types of texts appropriate to purpose and audience.

· Use the writing process to produce and publish clear and coherent pieces of writing.

· Demonstrate command and control of the conventions of standard English when writing or speaking.

· Determine and apply the meaning of words and phrases.

· Initiate, integrate, and evaluate the exchange of information, and present information through strategic use and appropriate means.

Methods of Instruction

My teaching philosophy revolves around the concept of student-centered learning; therefore, most of what is done in class will rely on you, the student.  Class time is divided between notes, lectures, discussions, writing, projects, presentations, and, of course, reading.

Course Evaluation and Assessment or “Grade Expectations”
The major assessments for this course will be based on grade-level competencies which are, according to the State Department of Education, “The expected content, concepts, and skills to be mastered in a course.”  The competencies are based on the Common Core Standards; the anchor standards include Reading Comprehension, Reading Analysis, Writing Effectively, Writing Process, Grammar & Usage, Vocabulary, and Speaking & Listening. 

Students must demonstrate mastery in each of these skills in order to receive credit for the course.  The word “mastery” is defined by the State Department of Education as an indication “that a student has presented sufficient evidence of attainment of the required competencies.”

	As such, your course grades for this course will be broken down into the following categories:
	

	Reading Comprehension
	10%

	Reading Analysis
	25%

	Writing Effectively
	25%

	Writing Process
	10%

	Grammar & Usage
	10%

	Vocabulary
	10%

	Speaking & Listening
	10%


Your formative and summative assignments will be determined via point value within each category.  For example, a formative assignment for Reading Comprehension (in the 10% category) might be worth 10 points total while a summative assignment for Reading Comprehension (still in the 10% category) might be worth 80 points.

Exams

Because the English department will be grading you on your ability to master each of the seven competencies, we will not be administrating midterm or final exams as separate assessments for the course grades.  As such, your overall grade for the course will be determined by the following breakdown in percentages:

	Quarter 1
	25%

	Quarter 2
	25 %

	Quarter 3
	25%

	Quarter 4
	25%


English Department 

Late Work & Retake Policy

It is the belief of the English department that students will be given multiple opportunities to demonstrate proficiency on our course competencies.  As such, students will be assessed on what they KNOW and are ABLE TO DO.  However, because learning how to be responsible citizens is part of our school’s civic and social expectations, we believe that students should be held accountable for the work that they are expected to do.

Formative Late Work

If a student does not arrive to class with his/her formative assessment, s/he must complete a Missing Work Log where s/he articulates the reason for the incompletion.  This log will be kept on file with the teacher.  The formative grade will be entered into the gradebook as an INC for up to two weeks.  After that timeframe, the INC will be transferred to a 0% for the assignment.  If a student habitually does not complete formative work and accumulates Missing Work Logs, s/he may be required to serve afterschool in the Academic Support Center; that action will be left up to the teacher’s discretion.

Summative Late Work/Retake

If a student does not complete or scores poorly on a summative assessment, s/he will be required to complete a Summative Retake Contract.  It is the responsibility of the student to approach the teacher within three class periods for this contract.  This contract will require the student, at the discretion of the teacher, to complete certain formative steps prior to a retake.  If a student does not meet the expectations outlined in the contract, s/he will forfeit the right to earn credit on the assessment and will, instead, be required to demonstrate proficiency on the competency in a different way.

Scope & Sequence: The following is a basic outline for the year.  The order of and content of this Scope & Sequence is subject to change.  Students will be notified if changes are going to take place.

QUARTER 1

Unit 1~Short Stories: In this unit, we will be reading and analyzing a number of short stories for literary elements and devices.  At this point, we will be honing our active reading skills and will also be reinforcing writing skills, particularly on using Assertion, Evidence, and Commentary.
Learning Targets:

· W 9-10: 1: Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence.

· W 9-10: 5: Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on addressing what is most significant for a specific purpose and audience.
· RL 9-10: 1b& c: Analyze what the text says explicitly and draw inferences from the text.
· RL 9-10: 4d&e: Analyze cumulative impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone.
· S&L.9-10.1bde: During discussion, refer to evidence from text/research, and pose & respond to questions that relate the current discussion to broader themes or larger ideas.

Summative Assessments:

Short Story comprehension and analysis test

Literary analysis paragraphs assessing both analysis and writing skills.

Class discussions on characterization, themes, and events in short stories.

Unit 2~12 Angry Men:  This short play examines the biases and fallacies many of us bring in to the jury box, as readers witness the debate that goes on behind the scenes in determining a verdict in a murder trial. 
· W 9-10: 1: Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence.

· W9-10: 2c: Use appropriate and varied transitions to link the major sections, create cohesion, and clarify the relationships among ideas
· W9-10: 2d: Use precise language and specific vocabulary
· RL 9-10: 3abc: Analyze how complex characters develop over the course of the text, how they interact with other, and advance the plot or determine the theme.
· RI.9-10.8g: Identify fallacious reasoning 
· S&L.9-10.3e: Identify a speaker's use of fallacious reasoning or exaggerated or distorted evidence

Summative Assessments:

Persuasive Essay

12 Angry Men Comprehension and Character Analysis Test

QUARTER 2

Unit 3 ~ Career Research: What do I want to be when I grow up?  You will be required to research a career of your choice, write a research paper, and complete a number of activities related to this career.  This unit will be done in coordination with the guidance department in order to help with your future planning.
· W.9-10.7a: Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects to answer a question or solve a problem.
· W. 9-10.8a: Gather relevant information from multiple authoritative print and digital sources
· W.9-10.8e: Avoid plagiarism and follow a standard format for citation.
· W.9-10.2: Write informative texts to examine and convey complex ideas, concepts, and information.
· W.9-10.2a-2: Organize complex ideas, concepts, and information to make important connections & distinctions.
· W.9-10.2a-3: Include formatting (e.g. headings), graphics (e.g. figures, tables), and multimedia when useful to aid in comprehension.
· W.9-10.2b: Develop the topic with well-chosen, relevant, and sufficient facts,…concrete details,…or other information and examples that are appropriate.
· W.9-10.2e-1 and 2. Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone, and attend to the norms and conventions of the discipline in which they are writing.

Summative Assessments:

Career Research/Naviance Packet and a Works Cited Page

Resumes
Unit 4 ~ Macbeth:  This is Shakespeare’s classic play of ambition, murder, and intrigue!  Macbeth—and his Lady—desire the throne, and they resort to unscrupulous means to get it.
· RL.9-10.2a: Determine a theme or central idea of a text
· RL.9-10.2.c: Analyze how the theme or central ideas emerges and is shaped and refined by specific details.
· RL.9-10.3ac: Analyze how complex characters develop over the course of a text, interact with others, and advance the plot or develop the theme.
· RL.9-10.7b: Analyze the representation of a key scene in two different artistic mediums, including what is emphasized or absent in each.
· W.9-10.9: Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research.
· S&L.9-10.4a: Present information, findings, and supporting evidence clearly, concisely, and logically, so that listeners can follow the line of reasoning.
· S&L.9-10.4bcde: Organize, develop the presentation so that its substance and style are all appropriate to purpose, audience, and task.

Summative Assessments:

Analysis of differences in key scenes in film interpretations of Macbeth.
Macbeth Comprehension and analysis test

Macbeth Tracking Poster & presentation

Macbeth psychoanalysis & presentation

QUARTER 3

Unit 5 ~To Kill a Mockingbird: A classic piece of American Literature, To Kill a Mockingbird tells the story of a small southern town in racially segregated Alabama.  Your study of this work will lay the foundations of more advanced literary analysis and essay writing.  

· RL.9-10.2.c: Analyze how the theme or central ideas emerges and is shaped and refined by specific details.
· RL.9-10.3abc: Analyze how complex characters develop over the course of a text, interact with others, and advance the plot or develop the theme.
· RL.9-10.5abc: Analyze how an author’s choices concerning how to structure a text, how to order events in the text, and how to manipulate time create specific effects.
· S&L. 9-10: 3abcd: Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, use of evidence, and rhetoric.
· W 9-10: 1: Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence.
· W9-10: 2d: Use precise language and specific vocabulary.
· W.9-10.7abc: Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects to answer a question or solve a problem, narrow or broaden the inquiry where appropriate, and synthesize multiple sources on the subject, demonstrating understanding of the subject under investigation.

Summative Assessments:

Mini-Research presentation

Comprehension and analysis test on To Kill a Mockingbird
Rhetorical Analysis essay

Tea with Aunt Alexandra narrative

QUARTER 4

Unit 6 ~ Literature Circles:  During this reading unit, you will work collaboratively with a small group of your peers to read, analyze, and write about a novel.  At this point, you will put into practice all of the guided reading and writing strategies we have been building.

· RL.9-10.10: Read & comprehend literature in the grades 9-10 text complexity band proficiently.
· RL.9-10.1b: Analyze what the text says explicitly.
· S&L.9-10.1: Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions w/ diverse partners.
· W.9-10.2: Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas, concepts, and information.
· S&L.9-10.4a: Present information, findings, and supporting evidence clearly, concisely, and logically, so that listeners can follow the line of reasoning.
· S&L.9-10.4bcde: Organize, develop the presentation so that its substance and style are all appropriate to purpose, audience, and task.
· W9-10: 3: Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events.

Summative Assessments:

Reading/writing log

Collaborative group presentation

Narrative essay on a similar theme as one of the novels we have read this year.

Office Hours

I am available, by appointment, before school (usually by 7:00 a.m.) and after school (until at least 3:15).  You can reach me via email spaquette@hdsd.k12.nh.us. My website, where your homework is posted weekly, can be located through the district website: www.hdsd.org. You will also have access to materials through Edmodo.
Materials Needed:

· 3-ring binder & white lined paper

· writing utensil

· assignment book

· textbook & novel(s)
· a black & white composition book

· flash drive (optional but recommended)

Computer Use Policy

Occasionally, we will be using the computers to complete lessons or write papers.  There will be no unauthorized surfing of the Internet.  You should have received a formal permission slip allowing use of the Internet in your registration packet.   If you do not return a signed slip to the school, you will not be allowed to use the Internet for a resource during the research paper unit, and will have to look elsewhere for sources. 

When you are typing papers at school for English assignments, please save them properly to your folder on the server.  This will enable you to access your paper from anywhere in the school.  Save often!  You never know when the computer might freeze up on you, and it will not be fun to retype a nearly finished paper! (
Student & Parent Signature

I have read the above policies regarding grades and classroom expectations:

STUDENT: ___________________________________________________

PARENT: _____________________________________________________

Classroom Discipline Procedures

Quite obviously, the policies in the Student Handbook apply in this classroom.  Additionally, the expectations on the reverse side of this paper also apply in order for me to maintain an effective and efficient classroom environment.  Discipline and punishment is left up to my discretion, based on the severity and frequency of the offense(s).  However, the following offenses and their consequences will be the foundation for my procedures.

Tardiness

Being on time to class is, of course, extremely important to everyone—you do not want to miss any of the opening procedures, and I, as well as your classmates, do not want to be interrupted by someone coming in late.

1. First tardy = warning & discussion w/ teacher

2. Second tardy = 2nd warning & further discussion w/ teacher

3. Third tardy = you will receive a teacher detention after every 3rd tardy.  You will make up the total minutes missed from class for all three tardies.

4. Continual tardies will result in a phone call home and referral to the assistant principal for an office detention.

Behavior

Good behavior in class creates a positive learning environment for everyone.  Class disruptions and disrespect for your classmates and for me will not be tolerated.  The severity of the offense will also determine my course of disciplinary action.

Students who are disrespectful, disregard these and the following expectations, and/or disregard the rules set in the student handbook will receive:

Incident:

Consequence Assessed:

First


Verbal warning (Severe violations such as extreme class disruption,

fighting, verbal abuse, bullying, etc. will result in ejection from the class and a referral to the Dean of Students for disciplinary action.)

Second


One (20 minute) teacher detention.  If a student does not attend the

detention, another one will be assigned and/or the student will be referred to the Dean of Students. 
Third


Two teacher detentions will be assigned.  Incidents will be reported to the

Dean of Students.  Parents/guardians will be called.  If a student does

not attend either or both of the detentions, office detention will be assigned.

Fourth


Referral to the Dean of Students.  Conference with the student and/or

parent.

Student Expectations

In order to have a successful year for all of us, I have a set of simple guidelines that I ask my students to follow.  These guidelines are based on respect for yourself and others and taking responsibility for your own actions.

1.  Be on time to class.  Being tardy causes a disruption for your classmates, and you may miss valuable information.  Students with frequent tardiness will be asked to make up missed class time after school.

2.  Always be prepared for class.  There will be no locker passes for these forgotten items, nor will I let you borrow one of mine.  Be responsible.

3.  Be prepared to start class when the bell rings.  The more we can accomplish in class, the less you will have to do at home.

4.  Please do not talk while I am teaching or another student is answering or asking a question.  If you have something to say, raise your hand.  Be polite.

5.  Please remember that a difference of opinion is healthy, and that all have a right to participate in discussion.  RESPECT each other.

6.  The rules set in your student handbook obviously apply to this class.  Be familiar with the school’s discipline system.

7.  Obscene language or inappropriate conversations are not acceptable in class.  Keep in mind that I have excellent hearing.

8.  Do not write on the desks, and do pick up after yourself.  If you notice writing on the desk, please bring it to my attention.  I like my room neat and clean, and I don’t expect to clean up behind you.

9. Trips to the restroom should be RARE.  Time between classes allows for this.  If it is an absolute emergency, make sure you ask permission at an appropriate time, sign out, taking your agenda book with you, and sign back in.  Frequent trips to the restroom during class time will result in a referral to the nurse.

10.  Use of electronics such as MP3 players are at the discretion of the teacher and will only be allowed when students are completing independent work.  If yours is taken out at inappropriate times, you will be warned once.  After the first warning, you will be expected to turn the device over to the teacher.  Cell phones are not allowed at all in the classroom, even as a MP3 device.

11.  Cheat: don’t do it.  I will catch you.  You will get a “0”.

12.  In order for you to do well in this class, you must READ THE ASSIGNED BOOKS.  Relying on novel guides, such as Cliff notes or other online resources, will not help you on tests, quizzes, and papers which have been designed as “un-Cliff friendly”.  Movies won’t help you either.  You’ve been warned…

13.  I will never be disappointed with you if you have tried your best.  You may not always like a particular book or assignment, but a bad attitude will only make it worse—for yourself, for me, and for the rest of the class.

