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WASHINGTON SCHOOL BOARD 
The Washington School Board will hold a special meeting on Tuesday, August 17, 
2021 at 6:00pm in the Washington Elementary School, Multi-Purpose Room. 

 

MINUTES 

In Attendance: 
Board Members: 
Linda Musmanno  
Arin Mills  
Kathey Atkins  
Cameo Mulliner 
Danielle Moore 

Administration: 
Patricia Parenteau, Superintendent 
Mary Henry, Business Manager 
Kelli Colarusso, Principal  
Jennifer Crawford, Director of Curriculum 
Instruction and Assessment 

 
1.0 CALL TO ORDER @ 6:00pm 

1.1 Pledge of Allegiance 
1.2 Moment of Silence 

 
2.0 ANNOUNCEMENTS 

• Hillsboro-Deering has an open house on the Calendar for August 
26th - this will not happen at this time. 

• We will hold a community event when it is safe to do so.  
• When Dr. Crawford is giving her presentation, she is getting all of her 

information from the CDC and DHHS.  
2.1 PRESENTATION 

2.2 Updated CDC and DHHS Guidelines for K-12 Schools from 
Dr. Chan's 8/11/21 Call and Updated Decision Matrix 

• See Attached Sheets 
• We are currently in the middle of a surge due to the Delta variant. 
• Right now, Sullivan County is in the substantial category of the 

Matrix.  
• The target is to get to an 80% vaccination rate to contain the delta 

variant  
• All 4 towns in the distinct are under the state average of 

vaccination rate  
• Using the updated information from Dr. Chan on August 11th, an 

updated decision matrix has been developed and proposed for the 
upcoming school year.  

• DHHS does not have the authority to mandate masks. The Governor 
has the authority to mandate masks under the state of emergency 
order.  

•  DHHS is using the level of community transmission and the 
transmission within the school facility to recommend when masks 
should be worn indoors.  

• The combined population of the 4 communities in the district is 9,345 
people 

• There is a federal mandate that everyone must wear a mask on the 
busses.  

• The Hillsboro-Deering School Board voted last night that at this time 
masks will not be required to mask at any point. If we move into the 
substantial category, masks would be recommended, but optional.  

• Questions 
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• Does the new matrix use more localized data? 
• The State of New Hampshire does not report out at 

the town level because the numbers get too small. 
They are reporting out on the county data.  

• The number one goal is to keep students learning in person.  
 

4.0 PUBLIC COMMENT 
• Eric Hodges 

• The numbers are muddy, and hard to understand 
• It should be the parent’s choice to send their kids to school 

with a mask or not.  
• It should not be dictated to the parents by policy.  

 
4.1 BOARD DISCUSSION 

4.2 SAU 34 Pandemic Response Mitigation Decision Matrix (requires action) 
• This is a very difficult decision.  
• Last year we followed the guidelines set by the Department of Health 

and we seemed to do well as a community.  
• The goal is to keep the students in school, keep them safe, and keep 

their families safe.  
• Having a matrix gives us a transparent tool to use to make decisions on 

mask wearing and other mitigation measures.  
•  Atkins moved to approve the SAU #34 Pandemic Response 

Mitigation Decision Matrix as recommended by Dr. Chan on 
August 16, 2021. Moore seconds. Motion passed 5-0-0 

4.3 2021-22 SAU 34 School Pandemic Response Plan (requires action) 
• Atkins moved to approve the 2021-22 SAU 34 School Pandemic 

Response Plan as presented. Mills seconds. Motion passed 5-0-0 
 

5.0 CONSENT AGENDA (requires action) 
5.1 Minutes of meeting, August 9, 2021 
5.2 JIC Student Conduct- Final Approval 
5.3 Mils moved to approve the consent agenda as presented. Mulliner seconds. 

Motion passed 5-0-0  
 

 
8.0 ADJOURNMENT 

a) Mills moved to Adjourn. Atkins seconds. Motion passed 5-0-0 @ 6:50pm 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Megan Fleagle  
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